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WWW.ASKMCCONNELL.COM
YOUR CONVERGED SECURITY SERVICES PROVIDER

This “VERSUS” document is provided to you as a starting point or maturity
checkpoint for existing policies, procedures, and equipment. It is brought to
you on behalf of Jim McConnell, Principal Owner, and Ask McConnell, LLC - a
converged security services provider. The content is not meant to cover every
circumstance, industry, law, regulation, contractual requirement, threat,
environment, or risk, but it provides a starting point for any organization.
Please consult with your legal counsel and insurance provider about added
requirements. If you know of peers that you think would find value in these
resources, please have them contact us. These will be updated on our website
regularly. We are not legally protecting these documents; we just ask for
credit, shout-outs, and referrals if you find them helpful. If you have
recommended updates, we are all ears. And if you need Converged Security
Consulting and Training, please reach out, we would be honored to serve you

and your organization.

Jim McConnell
info@askmcconnell.com

Ask McConnell, LLC
https://askmcconnell.com
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Security Cameras (Quality vs. Price)

Updated: 15 May 2026

This is ONE guy’s perspective that must be weighed against law, insurance, culture, etc.

Solution General Pros Cons

Cost (as of

Mid 2025)
Amazon $1020 - Easy to integrate, familiar Low resolution, limited upgrades,
Ring Type $1380 + app, inexpensive to replace needs power or batteries, wifi only.
of Subscription DYI Monitoring. Interface is primarily
Cameras (360) cell phone / tablet. Recording and

export for investigation can be
limited

Home/ $2000 + Hands off, 100% supported, Low resolution, limited detection,
SMB Monthly fully integrated app for alarm, | storesvideo in cloud. Intrusion
Home ($29.95to cameras, doorbell, etc., monitoring, NOT camera
Alarm $100’s) Monitored system. Good monitoring. Limited options for
system ALARM system primarily. cameras both many add ons for
like other home automation.
Alarm.com
Lorex $900 to Easy to install, many options. Online Support Only, No Onsite
(Costco) $1500 Wifi and wired options. Easy Support, App on phone / laptop is
4 Bullet, 2 (Larger HD) purchase. “All-in-one” box. unstable (for years). EOL/EOS is
turret No ongoing quick. DYI Monitoring. Questionable
12MP manufacturer’s parent organization.
Ubiquiti $2500 Excellent support from Price, Parts of solution are more
6 Bullet, No ongoing manufacturer, local/ third technical to support flexibility.
16TB party support, network Mounting of unit (minor). DYI
5yr support for network/wifi Monitoring

growth, Excellent app and
web interface. Support for
property-wide wifi/cameras
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Avigilon $23000 Potentially many third parties High cost initially, cost for ongoing
(12tb) Yearly that support, many options support, considered a “Name
Going to maintenance | and integrations Brand” in the big corporate security
be similar world

for Marsh,
Verkada,
DW,
Genetec,
etc.
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