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This “VERSUS” document is provided to you as a starting point or maturity 

checkpoint for existing policies, procedures, and equipment. It is brought to 

you on behalf of Jim McConnell, Principal Owner, and Ask McConnell, LLC – a 

converged security services provider. The content is not meant to cover every 

circumstance, industry, law, regulation, contractual requirement, threat, 

environment, or risk, but it provides a starting point for any organization.  

Please consult with your legal counsel and insurance provider about added 

requirements. If you know of peers that you think would find value in these 

resources, please have them contact us.  These will be updated on our website 

regularly.  We are not legally protecting these documents; we just ask for 

credit, shout-outs, and referrals if you find them helpful. If you have 

recommended updates, we are all ears.  And if you need Converged Security 

Consulting and Training, please reach out, we would be honored to serve you 

and your organization. 

 

Jim McConnell 

info@askmcconnell.com 

Ask McConnell, LLC 

https://askmcconnell.com 
  

mailto:info@askmcconnell.com
https://askmcconnell.com/
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Cameras In Kids Rooms vs. No Cameras In Kids Rooms 
 

Updated: 14 May 2026 

 

This is ONE guy’s perspective that must be weighed against law, insurance, culture, etc. 
 

Non-negotiable: Cameras must NEVER be placed in areas where children undress — restrooms, 

changing areas, nursing rooms. This is a criminal matter in virtually every jurisdiction, full stop. 

 

This is one of the most sensitive topics I address — and one I address directly because getting it wrong 

has ended ministries, resulted in criminal charges, and destroyed trust built over decades. The question 

is not whether cameras violate privacy in the abstract. The question is: what best protects the children in 

your care AND the adults who serve them? Both sides of this debate have merit. The answer for your 

organization must be reached with legal counsel, your insurance carrier, and your leadership — not a 

single person's judgment. 

 

 Cameras In Kids Rooms No Cameras In Kids Rooms 

Pros Strongest protection against abuse 

allegations — for both the child AND the 

worker. 

Clear documentation if an incident occurs 

or is alleged. 

Significant deterrent to anyone with 

harmful intent. 

Increases parental confidence and 

organizational transparency. 

Many insurance carriers now expect or 

require cameras in children's ministry 

settings. 

Eliminates concerns about footage access, 

misuse, or data security. 

May feel less institutional in smaller, close-

knit ministry contexts. 

No storage, maintenance, or access policy 

overhead to manage. 

Cons Requires a written policy covering: who 

can access footage, how long it is 

retained, what triggers a review, and who 

must be notified. 

Footage is legally discoverable in litigation 

— it helps or hurts depending on what it 

shows. 

Technology must be maintained; an oXline 

camera provides a false sense of security. 

No documentation if an incident is alleged or 

occurs. 

Significantly higher liability exposure in 

today's legal and insurance environment. 

Increasingly viewed as an inadequate child 

protection standard by insurers, regulators, 

and the people you are trying to serve. 

Also 

Consider 

Cameras and two-adult rules are not 

either/or — both together are the strongest 

standard. 

Is signage posted? In most jurisdictions, 

notice is legally required or strongly 

advised. 

Has your insurance carrier specified a 

standard for children's ministry settings?  

What is your response plan when an incident 

is alleged with no documentation to 

reference? 
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Who has access to footage — and is that 

list documented and reviewed? 

What is your retention policy? Longer is 

not always better. 

Who is the named and certified / licensed 

person that conducts investigations? 

If a worker is falsely accused, what is your 

exoneration process without footage? 

Who is the named and certified / licensed 

person that conducts investigations? 

 

 

 


